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surprised again by the definite location of the Bandusian spring as the soiirce 
of the Digentia, and who wonders why space is given to sketches of the familiar 
facts of the lives of Vergil and Horace. But to reproach Sir Archibald Geikie 
for not knowing Eduard Voss's Program on Die Natur in der Dichtung des Horaz 
or Franz Hawrlaat's Horaz als Freund der Natur nach seinen Gedichten would be 
to fail entirely in appreciation of the object and the result of his studies. 

And "the classical scholar" as well as "the ordinary reader" is sure to 
receive pleasure from the wealth of suggestion in the varied chapters: the 
Satumian land and its people; coimtry and town; the divini gloria ruris — 
Lucretius, Vergil, Horace; rural scenes and the elegiac poets; flowers in Roman 
life; Roman gardens; trees and woodlands; flowers and foliage in Roman art; 
the animal world in Roman life; day and night; the seasons; springs, rivers, 
and lakes; mountains; the seashores; the open sea; the underworld. 

Geikie's own trained faculties of observation give him the power of careful 
and exact discrimination between the varied phases of feeling for Nature 
which appear in the different poets, for example in Vergil, Tibullus, and Ovid. 
And that dear and simple literary style which is said to characterize his 
biographies of Murchison and Ramsay and his Romanes lectiures on Types of 
Scenery and Their Influence on Literature makes his chapters delightfully 
readable and his translations often charming. 

One closes the volume feeling that here the hereditary dash between 
science and the dassics is silenced, and one pictures Sir Archibald Geikie as 
Horace did Tibullus: 

.... taciturn silvas inter reptare salubris, 
Curantem quicquid dignum sapiente bonoque est. 

Elizabeth Hazelton Haight 
Vassae College 
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The author set himself the task of writing a critical biography of Caesar 

from the original sources, uninfluenced by either modern theories or any 

emotional feeling of his own toward his subject. He tells us that the book 

originated in his lectures to his graduate students and is published primarily 

for the use of teachers and students. Obviously the author's success is to be 

judged in the light of his avowed purposes. The general reader may be 

repelled by some idiosyncrasies of style, by the annalistic plan of the book, and 

above all by the author's failure to portray a living Caesar; but if the author 

has studied the ancient sources with thoroughness, impartiality, and sound 
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judgment, if he has given us the evidence and the results with accuracy, then 
he has not only successfully carried out a high purpose, but has done us all a 
great service. 

A large measure of success the author has attained. From beginning to 
end the book gives evidence of much study, of critical discrimination, of an 
earnest endeavor to be impartial. No man who now essays to write upon any 
phase of Caesar's life may safely fail to check up his own material and con- 
clusions by comparing them with Professor Sihler's. This is much. But 
unfortimately the book falls very far short of giving us its best possible service, 
for it is not true that one who wishes to ascertain the facts of ancient evidence 
can turn confidently to it. This is due in part to the lack of enough references 
to the original sources to guide us adequately, in part to a pervading inaccuracy 
of statement. 

The inaccuracies are of two kinds: those resulting from ignorance of the 
modern literatiure, especially perhaps on the military and geographical sides, 
and those resulting from carelessness. On p. 80 of the German edition the 
author protests against criticism for errors of the former class, saying that it is 
his purpose to present the ancient literary tradition, especially on the personal 
and political sides. But when the seeker for evidence finds positive statements, 
with neither warnings of uncertainty nor indications of their sources, how is he 
to distinguish those which fall within the purpose of the book from those in 
which the author considers an error venial ? Be this as it may, the errors of 
the second class are niunerous enough to forfeit our confidence. 

It is true that the German edition is an improvement over the English, 
because the author has corrected an extended list of errors pointed out by H. 
Meusel, W ochenschrift fur klassische PhUologie, 1911, No. 40. But no reviewer 
can catch all the errors, and the book needs a thorough working-over by the 
author. This statement may be tested by the results of reading pp. 91-126, 
which cover the same years as Books i-iv of the Gallic War. In these 36 pages 
Meusel pointed out five positive blunders and two instances of lack of caution 
in identifying localities. Every one of these has been corrected in the German 
edition, but there remain the following errors not mentioned by Meusel and 
therefore all reproduced in the German edition. On p. 97 (German 85) it is 
stated that Caesar sent Keltic envoys to Ariovistus in communicating with him 
the second time. This refers to i. 35, where there is no reason to suppose the 
envoys were Gallic. It is a confusion with i . 47. On pp. 107 and 117 (German 
94 and 103) Galba's camp and Martigny are located on the Arve, instead of on 
the Dranse, a tributary of the Rhone. On p. iii (German 97) it is made to 
appear that Quintus Cicero was at Luca and there pledged his brother's 
co-operation in the plans of the triumvirs. If Cic. Pam. i. 9. 9 may be trusted, 
Quintus was in Sardinia at the time of the conference, and his pledge of the 
co-operation of Marcus was not given at that time, but at least a year earlier, 
while Marcus was stiU in exile. On p. 125 (German 109) Caesar is said to have 
sailed for Gaul after receiving hostages from the Britons, whereas in iv. 36 
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Caesar tells us that he ordered the hostages to be sent after him, and in iv. 38 

that aU but two states faUed to send them at all. And in these same 36 pages 

four other unqualified statements might be cited which contradict the best 

modern opinion and have no support in ancient evidence. 

A. T. Walker 
UNrvEEsiTY OF Kansas 
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